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Evolution-Historical Perspective Assignment
Imagine what life was like during Charles Darwin’s Time.  You have just completed a five year voyage exploring the globe and describing the organisms you have seen.  You wonder how all of this biodiversity appeared.  You have seen so much and thought so much about it.  Your thoughts lead you to a theory.  You have collected years of evidence and additional years of evidence to support such a big idea.  Complete the activity below to learn more about the formation of one of the most important theories in biology.
Objectives:  
Discuss what the time was like when Darwin proposed his theory of evolution by natural selection and to determine how this impacted Darwin’s generation of his theory.
Identify and describe examples of evolution by natural selection.
Activity/Discussion:
· Watch the video below titled ‘Darwin’s Dangerous Idea’ by PBS. Just watch through 1hour and 12 minutes of the video. (referenced below)
· Answer two of the discussion questions listed under Questions below.  Your answers to both questions combined should be between 250-350 words.  
· Post your answers by midnight on Thursday. 
· Read the posts by other students and reply to at least two of their posts by midnight on Sunday.  Make sure that your replies are thoughtful.  Replies should be between 50 and 100 words.
Questions:
· Describe what the time period in which Darwin lived and came up with his theory of evolution by natural selection was like?  Do you think this hindered or helped him in formulating his theory and eventually publishing it? How did the time period influence him? Provide specific examples.
· What was some of the evidence Darwin used to formulate and test his theory of evolution by natural selection?  Describe two examples.  Do you think they support his theory of evolution by natural selection?  Why or why not?
· The video showed several modern-day examples where evolution is thought to have occurred by natural selection.  Which one do you think shows the strongest support for evolution by natural selection and why?  Be specific and descriptive in your answer.
· Do you think that science is conducted in a similar manner today as it was during Darwin’s time or differently?  Support your answer with examples. Do you think Darwin would have had an easier time proposing his hypothesis today than during his time?  Why or why not?
Directions for adding your post refresher:
To add your answers, click on the discussion tab on the left, click on the forum title. Then click the Add New Thread button. Enter you’re the questions you are answering in the Subject field. Then enter your answers in the Message field. Click the Preview button to view what you have written.  If you are happy with it click Submit. You will then see your message posted in the forum. To read a message, click on the message title. To post a reply to someone’s answers (thread) click the Reply button. Remember to only use the Reply button.
Reference:
Darwin’s Dangerous Idea, PBS (2001) WGBH/NOVA Science Unit and Clear Blue Sky Productions. 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=darwins+dangerous+idea+video&&view=detail&mid=EA57653AE3ADA5940C36EA57653AE3ADA5940C36&&FORM=VRDGAR
Conclusion:  
Watching the video, answering these questions, and discussing them will give you a perspective as to what the time was like when evolution was proposed.  Additionally, you will gain insight on how science was conducted during this time and how the time influenced science.  It is the beginning of humans being able understand evolution and the evidence for it.  In this course we will continue to discuss evidence for evolution and its impact on us.
